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but the flashes of their guns as a target. The Hart-
ford, however, had good luck as well as advantage
of position. She was at least pushing ahead of her
own smoke, while every other ship was taking the
smoke of those in front of her. The Mississippi
had the smoke of all three,

At the bend, the current caught the Hartford
and swept her around with her head toward the bat-
teries, her stem touching ground. But the Alba-
trossy her gun-boat consort, helped her off. Then,
applying the twin-screw method, with the Hartford
going ahead strong with her engines while the Alba-
tross backed, the Hartford got her head pointed up-
stream again and steamed out of the range of the
batteries with a loss of only one killed and two
wounded. The Confederate gunners had not de-
pressed their guns enough for the Hartford, but they
did not make this ejror as the other ships came in
range.

When the Richmond, the second ship in line, was
in front of the last battery, a shot tore into her en-
gine-room. Such was its chance effect that it twisted
the safety-valve lever, displacing the weight and
quickly filling the engine-room, fire-room, and berth
deck with steam. In short order the steam pressure
fell so low that she could not go ahead under her
own motive power. The Genesee, her gun-boat, was
not able with her own power to make any headway
for the two vessels against the strong current. There